
7 Plus 
Recommended Reading List
Parents often ask us for reading recommendations and so we have compiled the following list below as a good 
starting point! These are all either personal favourites or recommended on well renowned book lists. 

Preparation for 7 plus takes place at a key point in most children’s reading journeys where they are moving 
away from the more structured phonics linked reading schemes and into a new world of chapter books, non 
fiction texts and even poetry. It is a time where they start to explore and learn who their favourite authors are 
and what their favourite types of stories might be. Embedding reading into daily routines and encouraging this 
with plenty of different choices can set up lifetime habits. Evidence shows us that fostering a love of reading 
can support the child not just with reading comprehension but in multiple different ways including vocabulary 
acquisition, creative writing and even maths and science skills.

At Keystone we recommend that children read or are read to every day. I also love to point out the joy of 
using audiobooks to create an enriching literary environment. I use these with my own children in the car, at 
bedtime and at other points throughout the day when just sitting down and reading a book isn’t possible. It 
means we can access a wide range of stories and both Audible and Librivox are excellent purveyors of a vast 
array of titles with plenty to choose from. 

I also recommend Pie Corbett, an inspiring English educator, who has developed four reading spines of the 
books and poems for children. These have been divided into year group categories and are well worth looking 
through for further ideas.

•	 https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/reading-spine
•	 https://peters.co.uk/pie-corbett-poetry-spine
•	 https://peters.co.uk/pie-corbett-rich-and-diverse
•	 https://peters.co.uk/pie-corbett-page-turners

Finally, the Paul Jennings book The Reading Bug is a great one to look through for ideas and strategies for 
parents to help encourage a love of reading in their children.

https://shop.scholastic.co.uk/reading-spine
https://peters.co.uk/pie-corbett-poetry-spine
https://peters.co.uk/pie-corbett-rich-and-diverse
https://peters.co.uk/pie-corbett-page-turners
https://www.amazon.co.uk/The-Reading-Bug-Child-Catch/dp/0141318406



